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COLUMBUS, Ga. - The No. 6-ranked Armstrong Atlantic State University softball squad picked up several awards at the
Peach Belt Conference's annual awards banquet on Friday evening, prior to the 2012 PBC Softball Championships in
Columbus, Ga.
Armstrong senior second baseman April Jowers was named the Peach Belt Conference's Player of the Year for a second
straight season, while head coach Ted Evans was named the league's Coach of the Year for the first time in his career and
junior Megan Barnwell was named the league's Pitcher of the Year. All total, six Pirate student-athletes earned first-team
All-Conference honors on Friday.
Jowers is the second Pirate and third Peach Belt player to be named the league's Player of the Year twice in a career,
joining Armstrong Hall of Famer Annie Sells (2000, 2002) and Georgia College's Sherquita Bostick (2008, 2009).  The
nation's leading hitter this season with a .579 average, Jowers set the single-season Peach Belt hit record this year with 99
and she is just two hits shy of the PBC's career hit record. The Columbus, Ga., native was also named the first-team second
baseman, the fourth year in which she has earned a spot on the All-Peach Belt Conference softball squad.
Evans, meanwhile, earns Coach of the Year honors for leading the Pirates to their first outright Peach Belt Conference
regular season title, a 43-8 overall record and a program-best 19-1 mark in the Peach Belt. In his eighth season at the helm
of the Pirates, Evans joins Marty McDaniel (2000) as Armstrong head coaches to earn the league's Coach of the Year
honor.
Barnwell is the Pirates' first PBC Pitcher of the Year since Katya Eronina was the league's back-to-back winner in 2003 and
2004. The Brooklet, Ga., native is 20-3 this season with two saves and a 1.94 ERA and 153 strikeouts in 151 2/3 innings
pitched. She ranks second in the PBC in victories and fifth in strikeouts and was 11-1 against league competition this
season. She also was named to the All-Conference first team as a pitcher, her third year earning All-Conference honors.
In addition to Jowers and Barnwell, junior Shelby Duff was named to the first-team All-Conference squad as an outfielder
and senior Heather Walker made the first team as a designated player. Senior Whitney Galloway earned first team honors
at first base while senior Baillie Temples was a first-team At-Large selection.
The top-seeded Pirates open up action in the 2012 Peach Belt Conference tournament by facing eighth-seeded Francis
Marion at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday at South Commons Park in Columbus.
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